(TZjd)oeumnh ^f^mormcu: jRj 



\AS0UTC6J 


A Memorandum on "Unrestricted german Submarine ^Warfare 


President Woodrow Wilson's Address 
to Congress, February 3, 1917 

On the 31st of January, the Wednesday 
of the present week, the German 
Ambassador handed to the Secretary 
of State, along with a formal note, a 
memorandum which contained the 
following statement: 


"The Imperial Government therefore 
does not doubt that the Government of 
the United States will understand the 
situation thus forced upon Germany by 
the Entente Allies' brutal methods of war 
and by their determination to destroy the 
Central Powers, and that the Government 
of the United States will further realize that 
the now openly disclosed intention of the 
Entente Allies gives back to Germany the 
freedom of action which she reserved in her 
note addressed to the Government of the 
United States on May 4, 1916. 

"Under these circumstances, Germany 
will meet the illegal measures of her 
enemies by forcibly preventing, after 
February 1, 1917, in a zone around Great 
Britain, France, Italy and in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, all navigation, that of 
neutrals included, from and to England 
and from and to France, etc. All ships met 
within the zone will be sunk." 
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